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and Division of Powers," "The Legislature," "The Executive," "The Judi- 
ciary," "Political Parties," and "Local Government"; Part III under two 
chapters, "The Province of Government" and "The Functions of Govern- 
ment." These chapter headings suggest the general scope of the work. 
There are, in all, twenty-five chapters, each preceded by a general outline and a 
list of references to standard works bearing upon the subject. These refer- 
ences are, with few exceptions, to works written in, or translated into, English, 
but they form a very good list for outside reading for the average student, and 
that is what the work is intended for. While the author "aims to add little 
to the sum total of human knowledge," the work shows a wide reading and a 
mastery of materials and it certainly is a real contribution to those who wish 
to give a general course, in colleges and universities, upon this subject. It is 
an excellent textbook to place in the hands of students and forms a good basis 
for a wider study of political science, and, best of all, it is written in a clear, 
forceful style. 

Karl F. Geiser 
Oberlin College 



Agricultural Instruction in the Public High Schools of the United States. 
By Clarence Hall Robison. New York: Columbia Univer- 
sity, 1911. Pp. viii-l-205. 

This book by Dr. Robison, which is No. 39 in the Teachers College series, 
'Contributions to Education," assembles the results of a prolonged and 
expensive investigation of the subject discussed. The wide range of data 
collected is well organized, and the items have been presented for the most 
part in comparable units. 

A brief explanatory introduction is followed by chapters on Agricultural 
Education (8 pages), The Public High School (28 pages), Some Typical High 
Schools Teaching Agriculture (42 pages), Administration, Equipment, and 
Methods (16 pages), Preparation and Salaries of Teachers of Agriculture in 
the High Schools (14 pages), Special Secondary Schools of Agriculture (25 
pages), and Problems of Agricultural Instruction in the Secondary School 
(40 pages). There are also two appendices, one of which reviews the legisla- 
tion pertaining to agricultural instruction in the public high schools, and the 
other presents a list of references on agricultural education. These references 
are chiefly supplementary to the bibliographies in the Bureau of Education 
bulletins by L. H. Bailey and J. R. Jewell. 

The chief values to the reading public of books typified by this one under 
review, are two: the source material made available, and the constructive 
suggestions which the author may somewhat mature in the course of his work. 
The first-hand materials presented by Dr. Robison were secured by question- 
naire replies, catalogues and records, personal visits, and state reports, as well 
as data secured directly by the author from summer schools, administrative 
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officers of agricultural colleges, special agricultural schools, and special reports 
of the United States Department of Agriculture, the Bureau of Education, 
State Boards of Agriculture, the National Education Association, and various 
addresses. A very specific table of contents, an index of tables, and the general 
index render the materials assembled readily accessible for rapid use. 

The constructive conclusions are summarized in twenty-four brief para- 
graphs. These suggestions are developed by the definitive discussion of the 
problems of agricultural instruction in the secondary schools, which runs 
through the forty pages of the last chapter. The outstanding problems are 
specified by the terms — time, equipment, teachers, textbooks, methods, and 
special schools. The necessity of adapting agricultural instruction to the 
community, the value of home garden work, and the need of giving additional 
preparation to teachers already well grounded in science, are emphasized. 
In general, it is concluded that one responsible for agricultural instruction 
must work out an aim and philosophy underlying it; and that the attitude of 
patrons is usually favorable, while the interest of pupils is directly related to 
the quality of instruction. 

Productive Farming. By Kary Cadmus Davis. Philadelphia: J. B. 

Lippincott Co., 1911. Pp. viii+357. 

This is a book intended to suit the needs of rural schools of all kinds, and 
grades in village and city schools chiefly below high-school rank. There is also 
some likelihood of the use of this book as a text in small high schools where a 
limited teaching corps and abbreviated laboratory facilities make a longer 
course of instruction in the subject impossible. 

An introduction on "The Teaching of Agriculture" emphasizes the fact 
of the rapid growth of the demand for instruction in practical subjects in the 
public schools; discusses the importance of establishing a public conception 
of the fundamental relation of agriculture to the national welfare; defines the 
opportunities in country life for able and ambitious young people; and makes 
pointed suggestions to teachers about the use of reference materials, time- 
saving, correlation, using exercises, and the development of community interest 
through the organization of juvenile clubs affiliated with the school. 

The book is in five parts. Part One presents "Plant Production" in 
220 pages, including a discussion of soils. Part Two discusses "Animal Pro- 
duction" in 85 pages. Part Three is a 15-page consideration of "Animal 
Products" and is chiefly devoted to the pure-milk problem. Part Four makes 
a concise survey of the business propositions of farm management. Part Five 
is an ample appendix presenting twelve reference tables for use in carrying out 
the work of instruction involved in a thorough handling of the text. There 
is a 9-page, double-column index, which makes practically every detail in the 
book immediately accessible. 

Textbooks for beginners in agriculture are increasing rapidly — too rapidly 



